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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 - 1 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 , line 18, " plug-in direction being " should be change to - - plug-in 
direction, each being - -. 

Claim 1 , line 20, " the second accommodating opening " should be change 
to - - accommodating opening - -. 

Only few of the deficiencies have been pointed out above, the Applicant is 
required all the claims and make all necessary correction. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1, line 5, recites 'a plug in section' which is singular while the Iine14 
recites, ' has at least two plug in sections', which is (plural) contradictory to line 5. 

Claim 1, line 15-16 and line 22, it is not clear what is meant by ' offset in the plug- 
in and axial direction' should be change to - - offset in the plug-in direction - -. 
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Claims 2 and 4 recites, "the cross- sectional size of the leading plug-in section is 
smaller than the cross-sectional size of the lagging plug-in section, at least in a partial 
circumferential region ", this limitation is confusing as the cross sectional sizes of the 
leading and lagging plug-in sections, hence it is vague and indefinite. 

Only few of the deficiencies have been pointed out above, an Applicant is 
required to review all the claims and make all necessary correction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-1 7 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 1-17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 1 2, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Reasons for Allowances 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 1-17, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest the 

combination of elements including "a plug-in element with at least two plug-in sections, 
offset in plug in direction; a sleeve attachment with an accommodating opening, which 
interacts with the plug-in element and is formed in a housing wall, the plug-in element 
being pressed into the accommodating opening with a first and a second 
accommodating sections, which are offset in plug in direction, for the purpose of making 
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the electrical connection in two stages. Both the plug-in section which leads in the plug- 
in direction and the plug-in section which lags in the plug-in direction being provided 
with an axial knurl on their outer circumference, the two plug-in sections and the two 
accommodating sections are designed to have differing cross-sectional sizes, the radial 
or outer dimension of the plug-in sections, which are provided with an axial knurl, being 
slightly greater than the radial or outer dimension of the accommodating sections 
respectively interacting therewith and a circumferential annular groove arranged 
between the two outer circumferential surface of the plug in sections." 

All the elements recited in claims 1-17 define over the art of record. 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harshad C. Patel whose telephone number is 571 272 
8289. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F ; 8.00 AM TO 5.00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, T. C. Patel can be reached on 571 272 2098. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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